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Session Overview



Overview and Objectives

Evolving Online Learning

Consider the rapid advancements in AI and their impact on 
education, prompting the need for innovative online learning 
approaches.

Reflective Practice

Reflective practice is crucial for educators to innovate and 
improve online learning experiences, ensuring they stay relevant.

Session Objectives

The session aims to explore the relationship between reflection 
and innovation, providing practical strategies for 
implementation.

Key Areas of Focus

Key areas include understanding reflection's definition, 
importance in online settings, practical strategies, and ensuring 
quality.



Defining Reflective Practice and its 
Importance in Online Learning



What is Reflective Practice?

John Dewey

Highlighted the importance of experience and reflection as crucial 
components of the learning process.

Donald Schön

Introduced 'reflection-in-action' and 'reflection-on-action' as two 
essential processes in reflective practice.

Charlotte Danielson

Created the Framework for Teaching, emphasizing reflection as a key 
domain

Patricia Broadfoot

Highlighted the relationship between assessment and reflective practice, 
urging educators to use assessment data as a tool for reflection 

Self-Assessment vs. Analytical Reflection

It's important to differentiate between simple self-assessment and deeper 
analytical reflection for effective learning.

Reflective practice is a 
method of critically 
analyzing experiences to 
gain insights and enhance 
future actions.



Importance in Online Learning

Technological Advancements

Reflection is crucial to evaluate and integrate new educational 
tools effectively, such as AI and VR.

Diverse Student Needs

Reflection enables instructors to differentiate instruction and 
provide personalized support for varied learner backgrounds.

Fostering Community

Reflection helps design strategies that foster engagement and 
connection in online learning environments.

Data-Driven Decisions

Reflection is essential for analyzing data from online platforms to 
inform instructional improvements.



Connecting Reflection to Innovation

Reflection Sparks Innovation

Reflection helps identify areas for improvement, which can ignite 
new ideas and innovative approaches.

Identifying Patterns

Through reflection, educators can reveal unnoticed patterns in 
teaching and learning, enhancing instructional strategies.

Critical Evaluation

Evaluating successes and failures allows for the discovery of new 
approaches that enhance student engagement and learning.

Iterative Design

Reflective insights drive iterative design, fostering continuous 
improvement and innovation in educational practices.



Practical Strategies for Incorporating 
Reflective Practice



Methods of Reflection

Journals and Logs

Documenting observations and feelings about teaching 
experiences can enhance reflective practice.

Peer Review and Feedback

Seeking colleagues' input on teaching strategies and course 
design can improve educational outcomes.

Student Feedback Analysis

Reviewing student evaluations helps identify strengths and 
weaknesses in teaching methods.

Learning Analytics Review

Examining student engagement and performance data can 
inform teaching adjustments and improvements.



Integrating Reflection into Daily Workflow

Choose a Method Digital? Paper? Within a current tool?

Dedicated Reflection Time

Treat reflection as an essential task by scheduling specific times 
in your calendar, just like other important activities.

Create a Reflection Portfolio

Compile your reflections over time to track growth and inform 
future teaching practices effectively.

Reflect Throughout Course Design

Engage in reflection before, during, and after course 
development to enhance course effectiveness and make 
necessary adjustments.



Structured Response: Gibbs’ Reflective Cycle

Structured Reflection 

Framework

Utilize a structured framework, 

such as Gibbs' Reflective Cycle, 

to ensure a thorough and 

systematic reflection process.



Moving Beyond Self-Assessment

Importance of Critical Analysis

Emphasize the necessity of moving beyond basic self-assessment 
to deeper critical analysis in online teaching.

Probing Questions

Encourage asking probing questions to challenge assumptions 
and promote inquiry about students' knowledge and 
engagement.

Multiple Perspectives

Seek feedback from students and colleagues to gather a 
comprehensive understanding of the teaching situation.

Actionable Insights

Focus on identifying actionable insights to improve future 
teaching practices based on reflections.



Reflection and Quality Assurance



Reflection as a Tool for Quality Improvement

Identifying Quality Gaps

Reflective practice helps pinpoint where quality standards are 
lacking and highlights areas for improvement.

Student Feedback Insights

Reflection on student feedback can reveal inconsistencies, such 
as confusing course navigation, necessitating design 
enhancements.

Continuous Improvement

Ongoing reflection informs iterative design processes, facilitating 
timely adjustments to course content based on student 
performance data.



Exceeding Quality Standards Through Innovation

Reflection Fuels Innovation

Reflection enhances quality standards by identifying 
opportunities for innovation in online learning practices.

Enhancing Student Engagement

Innovative practices can boost student engagement, motivation, 
and learning outcomes past minimum standards.

Experimentation with Technology

Encouraging experimentation with new technologies fosters 
more effective and engaging online education experiences.

Learner-Centered Approach

A learner-centered approach drives continuous improvement 
through understanding student needs and experiences.



Q&A and Conclusion



Continuing the Conversation…

D2L Teaching & Learning Studio

Get in Touch! 
Emma.Zone@D2L.com
LinkedIn: Emma Zone, EdD



Conclusion

Importance of Reflection

Reflecting on teaching practices is essential for cultivating an innovative 
mindset and improving the quality of online learning.

Learning Outcomes

Understanding the benefits of reflective practice can lead to enhanced 
teaching effectiveness and better learning experiences for students.

Call to Action

Participants are encouraged to implement the strategies discussed and 
start reflecting on their practices for future improvement.
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