“Rules” for Case Writing (adapted from Herried 2007 & Lane 2007): 
1. Identify the instructional role of the case 
a. What objectives can be met through this assignment?
b. Where in the instructional sequence should the case be?
2. Identify your learners 
a. How much do they know about the subject? 
b. What do you want students to accomplish/achieve through the case?
c. Is this something that would benefit from group or individual work? 
i. If groups, consider the following: 
1. How many learners should be in each group? 
2. Do you want them to set up group norms? 
3. Group evaluations?
3. Focus on an issue and tailor to the learners
a. Make it relevant to the learner 
b. Decide what information is necessary for the case
4. Case should be conflict provoking and/or decision forcing 
a. Remember the case should justify the intention/purpose for the assignment but require students to think critically 
Potential Template for Collaborative Activity: 
1. Select a topic – either course specific or generic
a. Select a topic for a course you’re working on or choose a generic topic. 
b. Generic topic ideas: 
i. Marketing strategy for a new product
ii. Ethical dilemma in business 
iii. Startup pitch for a new company
iv. Patient diagnosis/Treatment plan
2. Identify the learners 
a. Is this an advanced course? Introductory? 
b. What are the goals? 
c. Would group or individual completion be best?
3. Write/Outline your case
a. Think about what you want students to accomplish, then craft a case/scenario around that topic. 
i. What are the key points that need to be included to make the case relevant? 
ii. What is the problem/conflict/thing to be addressed?
iii. What decisions need to be made?
b. What do students need to do to show they’re accomplishing what you’re aiming for? 
c. What aspects of the case will require critical thinking? 
4. Logistics
a. How do you build this assignment into your course? 
b. What types of submissions would fit with this case? 
c. Are there specific things you would need to include if this is being completed as a group (e.g., group norms, group evaluation, etc.)?

